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1. Exposure to Inappropriate Content 

Risk: 
                Children may accidentally access unsuitable images, videos, or websites. 

Who may be harmed: 
                       Children 

Level of Risk: Medium 

Control Measures: 

Devices are fitted with child-safe filters and restricted access settings 

Only approved apps and websites are used 

Devices are used under direct adult supervision at all times 

No independent internet browsing allowed 

Further Action Required: 

Regularly review filters and settings 

 

2. Excessive Screen Time 

Risk: 
       Overuse of digital devices may impact physical activity, attention, or social development. 

Who may be harmed: 
                      Children 

Level of Risk: Low–Medium 

Control Measures: 

Screen time is limited and age-appropriate 

Digital activities are short, purposeful, and educational 

Technology supports learning rather than replaces play 

Regular breaks and balance with physical and creative activities 



 

Further Action Required: 

Monitor screen time as part of daily planning 

 

3. Lack of Adult Supervision 

Risk: 
       Children may misuse devices or encounter risks without guidance. 

Who may be harmed: 
                       Children 

Level of Risk: Medium 

Control Measures: 

Children only use devices with a practitioner present 

Staff are trained in online safety and digital supervision 

Clear rules for device use are shared with children in simple language 

Further Action Required: 

Ongoing staff training 

 

4. Data Protection and Privacy 

Risk: 
                           Personal information or images of children may be shared inappropriately. 

Who may be harmed: 
                              Children, families, staff 

Level of Risk: Medium 

Control Measures: 

No personal data entered into apps or websites 

Photos/videos only taken with parental consent 

Secure password-protected devices 

Staff follow the setting’s data protection policy 

Further Action Required: 

Regular review of consent forms and policies 

 

5. Online Communication Risks 

Risk: 
                         Children may be exposed to online communication tools not suitable for their age. 

Who may be harmed: 
         Children 



Level of Risk: Low 

Control Measures: 

Children do not use social media, messaging, or live communication tools 

Online activities are offline-based or closed educational platforms 

Staff explain basic online safety using age-appropriate language 

Further Action Required: 

Reinforce rules during digital activities 

 

6. Physical Risks from Devices 

Risk: 
                          Trips, eye strain, or injury from improper use of devices. 

Who may be harmed: 
                         Children 

Level of Risk: Low 

Control Measures: 

Devices used at tables or designated areas 

Cables secured and devices stored safely 

Screen use limited to short sessions 

Equipment checked regularly 

Further Action Required: 

Routine safety checks 

 

7. Lack of Understanding of Online Safety 

Risk: 
     Children may not understand what is safe or unsafe online. 

Who may be harmed: 
                Children 

Level of Risk: Medium 

Control Measures: 

Online safety taught through stories, songs, and discussions 

Simple rules such as “Ask an adult” reinforced 

Positive digital behaviour modelled by staff 

Further Action Required: 

Include online safety in the early years curriculum 

 

Overall Risk Level: 



Low to Medium (with control measures in place) 

Conclusion: 

When digital technologies are used appropriately, purposefully, and under supervision, the risks for children 
aged 3–5 are minimal. Continuous monitoring, staff training, and strong safeguarding policies ensure a safe 
and supportive digital learning environment. 

 


