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1. Inadequate Supervision 

Hazard: Children not adequately supervised 
Risk: Accidents, injuries, children leaving supervised areas, unsafe behaviour 

Control Measures: 

Maintain appropriate adult-to-child ratios in line with local regulations (e.g. 1:11). 

Staff deployed strategically to cover all areas (indoors and outdoors). 

Clear handover procedures during staff breaks or transitions. 

Staff trained in active supervision techniques (positioning, scanning, listening). 

Risk Level: Medium → Low (with controls) 

 

2. Child Wandering or Absconding 

Hazard: Children leaving the supervised area 
Risk: Child becoming lost, injury, safeguarding concerns 

Control Measures: 

Secure entry and exit points with child-safe locks. 

Regular headcounts, especially during transitions. 

Clear procedures for arrivals, departures, and emergencies. 

Children taught simple safety rules (staying with the group). 

Risk Level: Medium → Low 

 

3. Indoor Play Activities 

Hazard: Unsafe use of toys, furniture, or equipment 
Risk: Trips, falls, choking, minor injuries 

Control Measures: 

Age-appropriate toys and equipment only. 

Regular checks for damaged or broken items. 



Clear rules for safe play explained to children. 

Staff actively supervising play areas at all times. 

Risk Level: Medium → Low 

 

4. Outdoor Play 

Hazard: Uneven surfaces, climbing equipment, weather conditions 
Risk: Falls, collisions, exposure to extreme weather 

Control Measures: 

Daily checks of outdoor areas and equipment. 

Clear boundaries and designated play zones. 

Adequate staff positioned around playground. 

Weather-appropriate clothing and sun protection. 

Risk Level: Medium → Low 

 

5. Toileting and Personal Care 

Hazard: Slips, hygiene issues, safeguarding risks 
Risk: Injury, infection, distress 

Control Measures: 

Clear toileting supervision procedures. 

Staff trained in hygiene and safeguarding policies. 

Floors kept dry and clean. 

Children encouraged to wash hands properly. 

Risk Level: Medium → Low 

 

6. Transitions (Lining Up, Moving Between Areas) 

Hazard: Congestion, pushing, confusion 
Risk: Trips, falls, children becoming separated 

Control Measures: 

Clear routines and verbal instructions. 

Headcounts before and after transitions. 

One staff member leading, another at the rear. 

Calm, structured movement between areas. 

Risk Level: Medium → Low 

 

 



7. Behavioural Incidents 

Hazard: Challenging behaviour between children 
Risk: Scratches, bites, emotional distress 

Control Measures: 

Staff trained in positive behaviour management. 

Clear rules and expectations. 

Early intervention and close supervision during high-risk times. 

Incident recording and communication with parents. 

Risk Level: Medium → Low 

 

8. Emergency Situations 

Hazard: Fire, medical emergency, lockdown scenario 
Risk: Injury, panic, delayed response 

Control Measures: 

Regular emergency drills appropriate for age group. 

Staff trained in first aid and emergency procedures. 

Emergency contact details easily accessible. 

Clear evacuation routes and assembly points. 

Risk Level: High → Low (with controls) 

 

Overall Risk Assessment Summary 

With appropriate staffing levels, clear procedures, trained staff, and active supervision, the risks associated 
with supervising children aged 3–5 years in a kindergarten setting can be effectively managed and reduced to a 
low level. 

 


